
Pre-Service Music Cantabile from Symphony 6 Charles-Marie Widor 
Thomas Heidenreich, Organist 
                                        
Concerns of the Congregation 
 
Call to Worship Deuteronomy 7:6-9 Josephine Balz 

 

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out 
of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
 

The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numer-
ous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  
 

But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he 
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  
 

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his cove-
nant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his command-
ments. 

 
Prelude  Adagio from Concerto in G Major, BWV 592 J.S. Bach  
Thomas Heidenreich, Organist   
 
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell 
Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and onto the living Triune 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
*Hymn #520 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  
(See following page for hymn) 
 
*Invocation 
 
*Moments of Silent Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

 One: This is the Good News.        All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gloria Patri #575         Glory Be to the Father 
  
Anthem  Fairest Lord Jesus Mark Hayes 
CFPC Chamber Choir 

Service for the Lord’s Day 



Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory  It is Well with My Soul Stafford/Bliss 
Isaac Owens, Tenor 
 
Doxology #572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  
*Prayer of Dedication  
 

Scripture Reading Psalm 114 Sheryl Helsigner  
      One:  This is God’s Word for God’s People.            All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon    Stories of God’s People Rev. Russell Smith  
  
Musical Meditation  Thomas Heidenreich, Organ 
 

Sacrament of Communion   
Apostles Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Hymn #448 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah 
(See following page for hymn) 
 
*Benediction                      
    
Postlude  Final from Symphony 6 Charles-Marie Widor 
Thomas Heidenreich, Organist   
            
*Those who are able, please stand.  
 
The flowers on the communion table are given to the glory of God by Sheryl Helsinger in 
celebration of the birthdays of  Tom Helsinger and future daughter-in-law Samantha Ander-
son both on July 4. 







 
 

 
 

Telling Others’ Stories 

 

 

 

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the 
world.”    — Romans 1:8 

 
Stories are some of our best tools for inviting someone to take a step closer to Jesus. A story 
invites the hearer in to identify with and know more about the people in the story. And since 
Christian stories necessarily involve Christ, a story is a great way to plant seeds which will 
grow into curiosity about Christ.    
 
If you have a hard time telling your own stories, then another resource is the stories of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Sometimes it’s easier to report a story about someone than it 
is to be vulnerable and share your own story.  Paul often opens his letters with a reference to 
how he’s heard stories about the church’s faith.  When he writes to the Church in Rome, he 
says their faith is being reported all over the world.  This statement is particularly telling be-
cause Paul did not found the church of Rome nor had he visited them yet.  Clearly, stories 
about the work and life of the early church were circulating all around the Mediterranean.  
 
We must make sure we know the difference between "telling others’ stories” and 
“gossip.”  Gossip is telling a story that undermines another person’s reputation or casts an-
other person in a bad light.  Usually the gossip teller has something to gain from telling the 
story, even if it’s only the feeling of importance of being in the know.    
 
Storytelling as a ministry tool is different.  This kind of storytelling enhances the reputation 
of others.  These are the stories of how God worked through another person or made a dif-
ference through another person.  Your Christian brothers and sisters are doing deeds both 
great and small for the kingdom of Christ.  Share these stories with other people in your net-
work.    
 
 



 
What kind of stories am I talking about?  Stories of when a brother or sister in Christ have 
made a significant impression on you.  To get at some of these stories, ask yourself these 
questions:  

• When has another Christian inspired me through their actions? 

• When have I been challenged by a brother or sister in Christ? 

• When have I felt moved by another Christian’s compassion? 

• When has another Christian caused me to re-think something? 

• How am I different because of what another Christian has done? 
 
 
Your challenge this week is to:  
1. Think of three stories where another Christian has made a significant impression upon 

you in some way.   
2. Tell those people how they affected you (if the story is of a saint who has died, then 

spend some time in prayer offering thanks to God for their impact in your life).   
3. Ask these people if it’s OK for you to share that story.  This is especially important if the 

story contains details of a highly personal nature.  
4. Pray for an opportunity to naturally work one of these stories into conversation this 

week. 
   
As you continue to reflect upon the stories of others, working them into conversation will 
become natural.  Odds are you’re doing it already without realizing it.  But being intentional 
about speaking well of our brothers and sisters in Christ can become a great instrument for 
subtle evangelism.    
 
 


